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"Evolving” seems like a good word to use, because the way Min-Woo Hyung’s storyline is developing has th 
qualities that you tend to meet at the extreme edges of the Darwinian skirmish: like a giraffe or a duck-bille 
platypus, it leaves you gaping at first look and then, when you look again (as you have to),' it seems inexpl 
cably but wonderfully right. 

From a start point that was already a melange of different genres, the story has expanded to cover three histoi 
ical periods (the separate casts converging in some totally unexpected ways) and to include— alongside th 
visceral action that we’ve come to take for granted— a compelling mystery, a poignant romance and a med 
tation on faith and predestination. And it never telegraphs a single punch. 

There’s a moment in the fifth volume when the inquisitor, Betheal Gavarre, is winding his rosary around hi 
fingers, contemplating the challenge posed to his faith and his methods by the heretic, De Guillon— and th 
rosary, wound too tightly, snaps, spilling the beads and the cross onto the floor. Gavarre stares down at then 
vaguely puzzled, as though he’s not quite sure how this happened. This is a trivial event in one way, bi 
symbolically it's one of the central moments of the book, carrying the message that any faith that is adhere 
to too rigidly will sooner or later snap. We've now seen the moment of fracture in the case of De Guillon, whe 
his wife and children are burned alive, and we’re about to see it in the case of Ivan Isaacs seven centuries late 
in the American West. It remains to be seen how things are going to work out for the contemporary protago 
nist, Father Simon Talbot. 



And as I write this I’m thinking back to a moment in 
book two where Ivan deals with a pack of marauding 
zombies by throwing a stick of dynamite into their 
midst and then detonating it with a bullet from his 
revolver. Not many books have succeeded in fusing 
such unabashed and exhilarating action with such 
spiky intellectual matters. Let’s face it, not many 
books have even tried. 

So here we are, in the middle of at least three stories, 
with the great stone column of the domas poradas 
rising out of all of them "like a blasphemous finger, 
pointing at heaven” (as Mervyn Peake would say). 
And the background details are just beginning to be 
painted in, in a fourth story that deals with jealous 
angels and ancient cataclysms. Oh, and we’ve got a 
devil imprisoned in stone with the mortal man he 
tormented and destroyed along for company. A rail- 
road line designed to draw a blasphemous sigil 
across the American deserts. An incestuous love that 
is entirely sympathetic and hopelessly doomed. The 
Vatican’s secret strike force. A single man taking on 
the might of the inquisition so ruthlessly that you 
honestly don't know which evil is worse. Every 
chapter adds a new layer of queasy delight. 

The very best comic books tend to give me exactly 
this combination of feelings: the feeling that I really 
can't make any predictions about how it’s all going to 
come out, and the determination, wherever it goes, to 
be along right to the end of the ride. TOKYOPOP is 
doing a service to us all by making this incredible 
series available in English. But as I wait for the next 

get wound up tighter, and tighter, and tighter. . . 


Mike Carey 
January 2003 


THE S + ®RY 
S® FAR... 

In the beginning, God created man in 
his image and looked upon them and 
said, “THEY ARE GOOD.” Unlike the 
angels who served him, mankind was 
not allowed to look upon God in life, 
and so was born the concept of Faith. 
While all men were sacred to God, not 
all men acknowledged his existence 
or honored his name, for they were 
granted a gift unique among all God's 
creations— Free Will. One of God’s 
angels, his messenger Temozarela, 
became enraged that God would 
show more love for these flawed 
mortal beings than he did for his orig- 
inal creations, the seraphim. Having 
gathered 12 followers, Temozarela 
abandoned his post in heaven in 
order to turn mankind against God. 
Many years later, a particularly righteous group of God’s followers took it upon 
themselves to travel hundreds of miles to recapture the land of Jesus’ birth. 
During these Crusades, the Knight Templar Vascar de Guillon came upon the 
ruins of an ancient cult that had built monuments to Temozarela and his minions. 
The spirit of Temozarela himself came to Sir Vascar and occupied the knight’s 
body. For the next hundred years, Temozarela and-his followers, in their human 
hosts, wandered the Holy Land, slaughtering all they encountered. 

Eventually the unholy knights returned to Europe where Temozarela was put on 
trial for heresy. The heretic prosecutor Betheal Gavarre sentenced Sir 
Vascar/Temozarela to torture and execution. From his dungeon prison, 
Temozarela manipulated the mind of Betheal’s ward, a young boy named 
Matthew, causing him to commit atrocities so horrific that Betheal cursed the 
name of God. 

In the remote Stonetale Abbey, located somewhere in the frontier of the 
American West, Ivan Isaacs, a young religious scholar, reads about this forgotten 
history in his quest to unlock the secrets of the Domas Porada. We now return to 
his research... 
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